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TREKKERS TRIBUNE

MAY 2009
Hello everyone,
I hope all is well with you all, believe it or not the sun is still shining in Manjimup.

Last Ride

The last ride was in March hosted by Faye Savage-Winter. Thank you Faye for an excellent weekend. The weather was typical of the south west with rain, wind, thunder storms and hot sun, we all managed to survive though and have a good ride. Faye provided a great venue, our thanks to Charlie Williams, we had great tracks and great support from the S-Winter family. Jade did a fantastic job of leading the trekkers around the tracks. The full day up and around  the railway line was terrific even though we had thunder and lightning! The next day around the Blackwood River was also a great ride. Well done Jade and Mum, Faye!!! If you missed it bad luck, mark it on the calendar for next year.

Lost Property

I am pleased to say the shower had found its home, back up in Perenjori.

Membership Fees and Forms

Would the 4 members who have paid their subs but still have NOT returned their forms to Margaret R, PLEASE get them in now, without the forms you are technically not members so hurry, hurry!!!
3 Day Accreditation Training at Boddington

This was a very successful weekend for our club who hosted this event for ATHRA. Four clubs were represented from WA which is now enough for us to think about beginning our own WA State representation with ATHRA instead of coming under the SA umbrella. A big thank you to Anna who co-ordinated the weekend, kept all clubs informed, booked the venue and even made the sandwiches!! Thanks to Angela and Keith from Boddington for all their help and support.

A total of 10 members attended the training. As of 2010 we will be required as a club to provide two accredited riders for each ride we hold. The weekend was very informative and very constructive and very hands on. I feel as a club we are always striving to do our best for our members in all aspects that go towards the safety and well being of both horse and rider.

The ATHRA Code of Conduct is available to view and print off from the ATHRA website www.athra.com.au please make yourself familiar with it.   As an ATHRA member you are insured by ATHRA (provided you have filled in your event forms correctly, ie medical history etc.) for the duration of the event/ride. Go to Insurance on the ATHRA website it is very informative. ATHRA also have just finished negotiating Equine Insurance which includes cover for your horse, float, public liability and 24/7 personal insurance for ATHRA members with Affinity.  A ready reckoner for this will be available for members in June.  Until this is available further details, as policies are now available, can be obtained from contacting Affinity's Rachel Bateman on 03 8587 7781 and asking for the ATHRA Equine Insurance offer. 
 

At the accreditation it was also discussed with the clubs present on commencing our own ATHRA WA branch as currently we come under South Australia.  The response was very positive so if you are interested in getting involved with this please let Anna know.
Committee Meeting held on 26th April 2009 at Boddington Rodeo Grounds

A committee meeting was held at Boddington to discuss the fees charged for the Accreditation Training and the Annual Trek.   A copy of the minutes of this meeting are attached, so please read them carefully as the committee have set a policy at this meeting regarding any training a member may participate and club remuneration for this.
Next Ride Saturday 31st May – Monday 1st June at  Lewana Cottages, Balingup


We will be returning to Lewana for this long weekend. This is the only event that you will be required to pay more than the usual fees as we book a cottage here. This ride historically has always proved very popular. Space/parking is at a premium here so please try to travel with someone if you can to lessen the vehicles. We may have to limit the number of entries to 20 MAXIMUM, so get them in early with all fees.

 PLEASE – No late entries on the weekend as we need to know how many are coming!!!

Venue
Lewana Cottages, Balingup

Directions
Lewana cottages are situated 16km from Balingup and 28km from Nannup on the Balinup-Nannup Road. From Perth head south on the South Western Highway to Balingup. Turn right onto the Balingup-Nannup Road, follow sign that says The Old Cheese Factory. Go past the Old Cheese Factory, stay on that road until you see the sign for Lewana Settlement on the left approx 16km in total. (There is aroad called Lewana Road to the left – DO NOT take this road)

House
All facilities in the house are available to everyone. Beds are limited so bring your own swag and be prepared to camp in a tent/vehicle/float if you miss out. Use of the woolshed is OK, but please do not camp or park in it. There is a kitchen with a stove, microwave, cutlery, pots and pans, plates and a lounge room fire.

Parking
Do not park or make a yard on the lawns near the houses. Floats etc can be parked near the woolshed area, or on the road above the woolshed. As you enter Lewana go past the managers office on the right and the BBQ area on the left. You will see the woolshed area and the road leading to it on the left. Space will be tight so please park and make a yard sensibly.

Ablutions
The house provides a shower and toilet. The woolshed area has a toilet and shower.

Horse Feed
Chaff and pony cubes etc. Good clean hay only. Please bring a chaff bag To clean up manure and hay when you leave. Manure can be spread around trees.

Food and water
Horse and drinking water available. BYO drinking water if you can. BYO food. BBQ available. 

Electric fence/yard
All horses need to be contained in an electrified yard. Please DO NOT use the thin electric tape that looks like rope, known as Braid, use only the thicker tape

Tracks
Tracks suitable for carts. Hilly terrain which can be hard and rocky under hoof. Horses should be shod or booted. Breeching recommended for cart, breastplates for horses. If raining tracks can be greasy and slippery.

Children
Ride is suitable for children accompanied by parent/guardian

Fees
Fee is $55.00 for house and amenities, this has increased from last year as Lewanna have raised their prices, please then add normal fees charged as follows:



Members riding and non riding $5



Non members riding and non riding $10 per day



NO LATE ENTRIES ON THE DAY!!!!!



NB if you are a non member who is staying for more than 2 days you will need to become a member of the club for insurance reasons.

Forms
Send these with payment to

Irene Taaffe, PO Box 1306 Manjimup WA  6258

One week prior to the event please.

Enquiries
Irene 9771 8115 (h), Margaret R 9725 4033 (w), Lewana Cottages Ben 9761016

Lewana can be cold and wet at this time of year so please bring wet weather gear and warm clothing plus a rug for the nag. Electric fences must be on and charged and working!! Taffy tip - Have a good look at your fence poles and ensure they are the correct height for your horse, also consider if your horse is wearing a rug will the rug stop your horse getting a jolt from the tape? You may need to adjust your tape. 

We are camping around people also staying at the settlement. A camel, emus, roos and a donkey also live here.

Annual Trek 10th  - 21st  August 2009

The annual trek this year will be in the Murchison area starting on Biro Station. We will be riding along/around the Murchison River taking in Milly Milly, Manfred, Mt Narriyer, Meeberie and Curbur Stations

The Murchison Trek notes prepared by Greg Steemson are attached for people to read along with a map of the area.  Please read the notes carefully and with much thought and consideration to the suitability of yourself and your horse for this trek before deciding to participate as once again this trek will take place in a beautiful, but very remote area of our state.

See you all soon Anna and Irene
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