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TREKKERS TRIBUNE JUNE 2009

Hello everyone,

Hope all is well with you all. Raining in Manjimup as I write. Without much ado I’ll get straight into the newsletter as we have a couple of pre-annual trek rides planned which new members wishing to go on the Murchison Byro Trek must participate in………….so here they are!! 

NEXT RIDE MYALUP SATURDAY 4TH AND SUNDAY 5TH JULY

The next ride will be held at Peter Rose’s property at Myalup. This will be a 2 day ride held over the 4th and 5th July weekend. As it is over two days PLEASE make sure you arrive by 11.30am for completion of paperwork and attendance at un-mounted pre-ride meeting at 12.30pm for a 1.00pm start. Make sure you allow plenty of time to travel to the venue.

Venue              Rose’s property on the Old Coast Road, Myalup. 

Directions       The entrance to the property is 200m south of the Settlers Roadhouse on the west side of the Old Coast road north of Myalup. If coming from Mandurah direction you will need to travel 1km South past the roadhouse, cross over to the other side of the dual carriageway and travel back north until you find a gateway with 2 enormous strainer posts. If travelling from Bunbury it is approx 3km north of Forestry Road. Enter the property and drive down the laneway until you see the shearing shed.

The ride will be run under the ATHRA Code of Conduct.

Times           Arrive Saturday by 11.30am for paperwork and pre-ride meeting at 12.30pm for 1.00pm ride out. Ride will be approx 22km. Sunday ride 8.30am – 9.00am ride out. Ride approx 35km

Water           Horse water available. BYO drinking water.

Hay               Oaten/wheaten and Lucerne hay OK. NO meadow hay

Fires             Fires are OK. Bring agas stove incase of bad weather

Yards           BYO electric yards. Some yards are available BUT new members planning to go on the annual trek will be required to make their own electric yards.
Ablutions     A toilet is available in the shearing shed. No showers

Meals          BYO meals and horse food

Tracks        Suitable for horses and carts. Horses preferably shod or booted. The country is relatively flat and sandy with some limestone roads. We will have to cross the Old Coast Road on both days to get to the tracks.

Children    This event is suitable for children 12 years and over.

Fees/Forms  To Margaret Rose at Lot 72 Collie River Road, Burekup 6227 one week prior to the event with relevant fees.

                    $5 members riding/non-riding for whole weekend

                    $10 per day non-members riding/non-riding

                    $5 extra for late payment on the day

Further ride information contact Margaret Rose on 9726 3218 evenings.

2nd RIDE SATURDAY 1ST AND SUNDAY 2ND AUGUST AT BOWELLING STATION on the Collie-Darkan Rail Trail

This unique trail passes through bushland and picturesque farmland following the East branch of the Collie River and Coalfields Road. It is a quiet and tranquil trail basically flat and good going. There are  wooden bridges to cross. Bowelling Station is on the Collie-Darkan Highway (Coalfields Highway). 

The ride will be run under the ATHRA Code of Conduct.

Venue           Bowelling Station on the Coalfields Highway between Collie and Darkan

Directions     From Collie travel along the Collie to Darkan road, the Coalfields Highway. Bowelling Station will be on your right.

Times           Arrive Saturday by 11.30am for paperwork and an un-mounted pre-ride meeting at 12.30pm for a 1.00pm ride out. The ride will be approx 18km. Sunday will be 8.30am – 9.00am ride out. The ride will be approx 32km.

Water          BYO horse water and BYO drinking water
Food            A Club Stew is available - cost $5 a head, please put a note on your event form if you require Stew for Saturday night. The stew will be made by Nancy Riley (our cook on the trek, a good time for new trekkers to get acquainted with the cook!) If you are having the club stew BYO lunch and breakfast, if not having stew BYO everything. 

Horse Feed  BYO everything. Please bring something to pick up your horse manure with. If you bring hay, it along with manure will have to be picked up.

Ablutions    There are none

Yards      BYO electric fence

Tracks    The trail is fairly flat and good going under hoof. Horses preferably shod of booted. 

Children  The ride is suitable for children

Fees/Forms    To Nancy Riley 11 River avenue, Collie 6225 one week prior to the event with relevant fee

                      $5 members riding/non-riding

                      $10 non members riding/non-riding

                      $5 late payment fee on the day

                      +$5 if require Club Stew for Saturday night

Ride enquiries to Nancy Riley 9734 1521

Plug these ride dates into your brain, or personal planner, or calendar!  New members thinking of going on the Murchison Byro Trek  must attend these 2 rides. New members must also make themselves familiar with the ATHRA Code of Conduct which is available from the ATHRA website 

www.athra.com.au 

ANNUAL TREK

As you are all aware the annual Murchison Byro Trek dates have now been changed to 31 August – 11 September 2009. Participants must be at Byro by Sunday 12.00am so the support vehicles can be packed and made ready for the trek. You must be ready to ride on Monday 31 August. Vehicles and floats not going on the trek will be left at Byro.

Non-refundable deposits for the trek are due by 17th July 2009 and the final payment is due no later than the 14th August 2009. Please read Club Rules 5 and 6 regarding refunds and final payments.

Participants intending to go on the trek must have, or will need to have, attended at least 2 weekend rides before going on the trek.

A schedule and map of the trek is attached. This is a lovely part of our great state, wildflowers should still be around for all to enjoy along with the meandering Murchison River.

ATHRA NEWS
If you haven’t already, check out the ATHRA website www.athra.com.au as our very only Anna Sheehan is on the front page! Looking as lovely as ever on the ‘not so camera shy’ Velcro, great picture Anna!! The picture was taken at the Boddington Accreditation Training Day in April. Once you are on the ATHRA website click onto Accreditation Trainers for WA and YES, those members on the course have all passed. Certificates are with Margaret Rose if you haven’t got yours yet. WELL DONE everyone, give yourselves a pat on the back and, move over Anna we’re joining you on the list.

If you are interested in insurance 24/7 for you and your horse click onto the insurance information section as well.

NEW MAGAZINE – HORSE DOWN UNDER

This is a new magazine full of equine tales and information. If you want to subscribe to it, again go onto the ATHRA website for the details or check your emails as Anna has sent the information around along with a subscription form. There is a whole lot on the Boddington Training Day in the June issue and if you want to subsribe just mention you are an ATHRA member, quote your membership number and you will get it discounted……….how good is that?

Anyone wanting to write or submit an article for the magazine or any other media, can do so, but please remember if it involves the Club you must run it passed the President, Vice-President or Secretary before you send it…thanks.

DENMARK TREK

The 195km Denmark Trek was a week long trek held in March…….it was brilliant. Bad luck if you missed it. This is the first week long trek the Club has run. We left Denmark in 41 degree temperatures, riding through the bush up to Denbarker. Horses and humans looking for a good drink on arrival!! The first camp was eventful with Velcro deciding a quick run through the camp, taking his electric fence with him, would be good fun. On the way he picked up  Bandit who then thought, while we are out we may as well check the boundary fence, which I’m happy to report was all in excellent condition! The next morning found Shezala anxiously looking at Tracey’s tent. She had not been fed and we all knew something must be wrong with Tracey! Sadly this was the case and Tracey wasn’t feeling too well. Tracey was taken through to Denmark Hospital where she was looked after and discharged the same day. Tracey remained in Denmark with faithful Shezala, recuperating at Deb’s until she was able to rejoin us at the Parker Road Camp which was the start of the Nornalup-Denmark Rail Trail. Noelene and Nicole also returned to base with Tracey as Nicole’s pony went lame, they were also able to rejoin the trek at this point.

The trek took us from Denmark, up to Denbarker and the Blue Lake. Across to Clearhills, skirting Amerillup swamp and across to Perrilup onto the start of the Moriaty Cambellup Cattle Path which we followed through to The Waddi Swamps. Continuing on through the bush out towards the back of Rocky Gully, taking in Miller’s Basin, the Bismark Crossing and old camp oven ruins, all the time in the shadow of Mount Lindsay. As we came out of the bush we picked up the historic rail trail, explored the old historic railway tunnel, traveled past the telegraph station and the old post office, took in the fantastic inlet scenery to eventually finish back at base camp in Denmark. And that’s only some of it! Phew! – As I said, bad luck if you missed it. The weather was typical of the South West, we had high temperatures, thunder and lightning, strong winds and heavy rain, all adds to the fun!

Our thanks to Deb Booker our host at Denmark who made us all so very welcome, provided us with a hot shower, tea and coffee, water and a paddock. Deb has made many friends since her move to Denmark, some of them very helpful in the instigation of this trek – Thank you.

LAST RIDE LEWANA, BALINGUP

Lewana is always known for its beauty but more so for it’s weather. Traditionally it always seems to rain. The weekend did not disappoint, we had a thunderstorm go through in the early hours of Saturday morning but it had cleared by 9.00am to a glorious sunny and warm day. The whole weekend was great, this was the first time the Club had been able to cross the Blackwood River, so we made the most of it, crossing at Boomer Crossing and Ferndale Sect D Crossing.

The ride on Sunday was glorious, we crossed the river at Ferndale and then  followed it around to Southampton Bridge where we had lunch. Our new member, Julie, provided us with freshly plunged coffee and hot tea from her camper van, WOW, thanks Julie. After lunch we began the long climb up the valley following the pines where we were treated to some spectacular views of the valley.

Not only do we welcome Julie on this ride as a new member but also 3 ladies from the Albany Natural Trail riders club (commonly known as ANT’s), Anita, Kristie and Natalie. Thanks for joining us, we look forward to seeing you all again. We first met the ANT’s at Boddington – a great bunch!

That’s all folks see you soon

Irene and Anna
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