WA HORSE TREKKERS CLUB

MURCHISON TREK 10th to 21st August 2009

First Information document – April 2009

The 2009 trek will be held in the Murchison district encompassing Byro, Milly Milly, Manfred, Mt Narryer, Meeberie and Curbur stations. The focus of the trek is the Murchison River, its tributaries and stations. In a reasonable year the route should take in some spectacular country showing wonderful wild flowers, bird life, rock outcrops and bush.
Distances

The trek will be approximately 360km for the horses. The start at Byro is approximately 320 km north from Mullewa. The longest day for horses will be 47 km on day 2.

Trek fees

The trek fee for riders and drivers will be $570.00.  It will include horse feed of oaten chaff, lucerne chaff, horse cubes and human food for the duration of the trek. 

The fee for participants without a horse will be $500.00. The fee for anyone joining part of the trek for one or more days will be $40.00 for riders and $35.00 for non riders per day.  Extra fees for insurance for non member visitors riding of $10/day for 2 days will also be applicable.  Any more than two days and you’ll need to become a club member.

Your non refundable deposit of $285.00 (Riders), $250.00 (non-riders) Must be paid by 15th June 2009 to secure a place on the ride.
The remaining balance of $285.00 (riders) or $250.00 (non riders) by the 15th July 2009.
Forms and cheques should be sent to Margaret Rose as per address on the form.
Vehicles

The trek will be approximately 400km for the support vehicles. You should plan your fuel requirements accordingly allowing sufficient for unplanned events along the way (such as bogs). 

Fuel can be purchased from Murchison Settlement just north of Meeberrie Station. 

Drivers will have to be able to read maps as there are days when the vehicles and horses go different routes. 

There should be ample opportunity for trekkers to share travel expenses to and from Byro.

Tracks

The tracks chosen for the vehicles are generally OK. 

The tracks for the horses generally follow station tracks. Some parts are rough and stony and will require care. Most of the going is red sandy hardpan. You can choose to ride off the track. If your horse has tender feet, you should talk to your farrier about pads. This is not a recommendation.

Horses
Have your horses and yourself fit before the trek.  Ensure all gear fits properly so they will get no rubs or sore spots.  Have them trained to lead from another horse in case this is necessary.  Make sure they tie up well to anything - even shrubs. There might not be substantial trees in the area. Use quick release knots.
 Have halters on you horse at all times in the bush – day and night, so if it escapes it can be caught by others.  Fill in any holes your horses might dig and spread manure if it’s not required to be picked up.
Please bring along a nosebag for your horses lunches – this sometimes can be carried in a support vehicle or some days you will need to carry it with you on the horse.  It needs to be prepared in the morning as there will be no access to feed or feed tubs at lunchtime.
The float taken along with the trek will be only allowed for use by horses if they are sick or injured.  

Ride qualifications

It is recommended that if you are new to doing a long trek you attend at least two of the club’s weekend rides and ride all of the days with the horse you plan to bring on this trek.  This will ensure you and your horse are used to camping and give some indication of both your fitness levels and bring out any gear or feet problems that might require attending to before hand.  Horses need to be able to accomplish 40kms a day at a reasonable pace and continue on each day.  If you’re not able to do this please contact the ride organizer well beforehand.

Medical information on forms
It is very important you complete this section on your entry forms properly.  List all prescription, non prescription medications and supplements you take, allergies or other medical conditions you might have. If you wish this to be confidential enclose it in a sealed envelope on the back of your form so it could be opened in an emergency.

Refunds 
The policy on any refunds of payments if you withdraw beforehand is outlined in the Club rules as follows:- 
5.   Where a place has been booked, and a member is unable to attend a trek, no refund shall be given.  At the Executive Committee's discretion, the place may be allocated to another suitable applicant thus enabling the member to recoup the money paid.

6.    If a person is unable to attend a trek and unable to transfer  their booking to another applicant, then the final payment made may be credited to future treks for up to two years.  Deposits paid are non-refundable and non-transferable to future treks.

7.    Where an applicant withdraws from a trek after the due date of final payment of trek fee and where the final payment has not been made, this payment will still be due and payable on demand upon written notice from the Club.

Drinking water

Water can be obtained from Byro, Milly Milly, Manfred, Meeberie, Mt Narryer and Curbur. Many of the wells and bores also have good water.

Horse water

There should be plenty of horse water from pools, rivers, wells and bores.

Ground sheets

There will probably be areas of double Gs. A heavy ground sheet is recommended. Leave your thongs at home.

Ablutions
Generally there won’t be any!  A tent for bucket washes will be put up most nights. Hot water will be available from the camp fire.  There will be a camp shovel or bring along a small one of your own for toilet trips.  Loo paper will be supplied.
Meals

The club will provide food. Breakfast will usually consist of cereal of one sort or another and maybe pancakes occasionally, lunch will be an assortment of delicious items that have a good shelf life. We are planning to have meat for most of the evening meals which will be accompanied by vegetables such as potatoes, pumpkin, dried vegetables.

Weather

Daytime temperatures should be in the mid 20s and night time temperatures below 10 and sometimes nearer to zero. It could be wet. Normally, however, the weather this time of year is perfect!

Sandflies could be a nuisance so bring repellent.

Horse feed

The club will provide rough cut wheaten and lucerne chaff from Milly Milly station and horse cubes probably from Geraldton. You should bring your own additives. Remember, space is always at a premium.

Horse yards

You should be prepared to set up your own electric yards. There are horses on most of the properties so make sure that your units work.

Trail rules

Common courtesy should be used. 

The trek will be run under club and ATHRA rules. Please read these documents before the ride. There will be a set time of departure from camp that all riders must observe. Riders must stay in front of the drag boss and behind the trail boss for that day.

Horse shoes

Your horse must be newly shod and you must have a spare set of shaped horse shoes and the right nails.

Farrier

???

Support crew

Fran and Graham Stephens, Nancy Riley (Cook) and John Morrison (Nicoles Cousin) have all volunteered as support crew.
Risks

We will be riding through stations that previously ran sheep. Many of the old fences are down and there is a lot of wire on the ground in places. The new fences are for cattle and generally have some barb component.

Trekkers should wear covered shoes in camp when around the camp fire.

There should not be any risk of poisonous herbage for horses.

The club will provide:

Tea, coffee, milk, sugar

Salt, pepper, curry powder

Cooking Oil

Meat (subject to supply)

Vegetables for evening meals (potatoes, onions, pumpkin, peas, beans, corn, etc)

Rice

Breakfast – cereal

Lunch – shelf stable food such as tinned fish, dried fruit, biscuits, scones (on a good day), quesadillas , cheese

Plates, cutlery

Kitchen table

Tea towels

Matches

Wheaten chaff, lucerne chaff, horse cubes 

Gas stove

Camp ovens (2)

Dixies (2)

Satellite phone for emergency use only

Basic medical kit

BBQ plate

Horse medical kit
Radios

You need to provide:

Swag and personal items (remember insect repellant, sunscreen and washing soap for clothes)

Good ground sheet

Alcohol if required 

Sweets, biscuits and cakes to your requirements

1 x 25l drinking water container

General camping gear including a chair

Horse and gear

Clearly mark all your gear with your name

Rubbish

Please limit the items you bring that may end up as rubbish. For example, bring a wine cask rather than bottled wine. Organic waste should be either burned or buried. Inorganic waste will be burned and put into chaff bags for disposal.

TREK SCHEDULE

Sunday 9th August

You must be at Byro station by midday. It is suggested you travel via the Midlands route through Mingenew to Mullewa. Camp sites are available at Arrino, between Mingenew and Mullewa in bush blocks and north of Mullewa. Seven km north of Mullewa is a turn off to the waterfall which can be used for camping. 

After leaving Mullewa, the first 57km is bitumen. Look out for road trains on this sector. The remainder of the route is reasonable dirt.

An evening meal will be provided by the club. 

You will need to sort yourselves out on the Sunday and be ready to go on the Monday morning. Vehicles not going on the trek will be left at Byro. Support vehicles will need to be readied for the first three days.

Monday 10th August

Byro to South Shed Well 425000/7104450) – 36km.

From the HS travel to the main road, turn south for about 1 km and then take the track to the east to Deep Well, turn south to Birrinjarra Well, turn east to Coontharabilly Well. Lunch (carry your own) at Yinnewepping Pool (428350/7113450) -18km.

After lunch turn south to Enywobbin Well and the main road, turn west along main road to woolshed. At the woolshed turn south to South Shed Well – 18km. 

Vehicles go straight to woolshed as the track will be difficult in places for the support vehicles. 

Points of interest: woolshed, wool washing trough.

Food: BBQ.

Chaff : from Byro.

Tuesday 11th August

South Shed Well to Jaccaba Bore (463500/7114640) - 47km.

Leave camp and follow track south for about 4km to old track heading north east and go through gate (426700/7101030). If you go through the wooden fence on the main track, you have gone too far. Follow track to the crossing (427900/7101260) – the track is indistinct – and then onto the old homestead (427960/7101510). From there go overland (or follow the track if you can see it) to the main road and travel to the mill on the road at 441000E – lunch – 19km.

After lunch, travel on to Jaccaba Bore in the Murchison flood plain – 28km.

Vehicles : Travel back to main road and then to Jaccaba Bore.

Points of interest : Munarra HS, Murchison River, hot shower at Milly Milly.

Food : BBQ.

Chaff : from Milly Milly.

Wednesday 12th August

Jaccaba Bore to Chyrila Pool and back to Milly Milly for lunch. Horses can go overland to the pool – 22km via homestead. This can be a rest day for those who don’t wish to ride.

Vehicles : follow same track.

Points of interest : Milly Milly HS, Murchison River.

Food : Milly Milly for lunch. Light dinner.

Chaff : from Milly Milly.

Thursday 13th August

Jaccaba Bore to Peters Bore – 28km. 

Leave Jaccaba Bore and head back along the main road towards Byro for about 7km, turn south on track west of the river to Cullinary Well and then to Dallah Well – lunch – 17km. The track is rough in places.

After lunch travel south to Peters Bore – 11km.

Vehicles : Travel to Byro and collect meat and drinking water and then to Milly Milly and collect chaff. Then follow horses.

Points of interest : Murchison River. 

Food : BBQ.

Chaff : from Milly Milly.

Friday 14th August

Peters Bore to Forrest Pool (453300/7076500) or Home Pool (452000/7073300) – 21km.

From Peters Bore travel south for about 16 – 17km until arrive at the river. Check out Forrest Pool. If brackish travel on to Home Pool – maybe dry if no rain – get water from Manfred.  

Vehicles : Should go via Manfred, go passed the HS and turn south to intersection at 451850/7070700 and turn west until cross fence line, turn north east along fence line to join old road and turn north to camp.

Points of interest : Murchison River, Home Pool & surrounds, Forrest Pool, Manfred.

Food : Roast meat.

Saturday 15th August

Home Pool to Elizabeth Springs (438600/7059540) - 27km.

Go south along old road to fence line, travel south west along fence to track heading west to the river, cross the river (447900/7070970) using new track on LHS and travel to Mindel Well (no water). Follow track on east side of fence to the river and go through the gate at 443970/7067550 then to Mendal Well (no water) and then to Nine Mile Well (water) – lunch – 21km. 

If possible, check whether the springs are fresh; if not fill up water containers for horse water. If the springs are OK camp there; otherwise, camp at 436900/7058450 where road crosses creek – 6km.

Vehicles : The river crossing is steep and if too boggy vehicles should go around via Manfred and River Well – road is rough.

Points of interest : River, springs.

Food : Stew.

Sunday 16th August

Elizabeth Springs to Minnawarra Crossing (34km).

Leaving the springs travel south along track via Chulyawarra Well to Christmas Well (19km) – good water. Check out Minnawarra Well (29km) – if not working and if the river is brackish, camp near Christmas Well. 

Vehicles : Follow horses.

Points of interest : River.

Food : BBQ.

Monday 17th August

Day ride either south to Meeberie Pool or north to the dam wall depending where the camp is located. This can be a rest day for those who don’t want to ride.

Vehicles : Camp, collect water.

Points of interest : River, Meeberie Pool, dam wall.

Food : Roast.

Tuesday 18th August

Minnawarra to Wallcullya Bore (402000/7054700) – 45km depending on camp site.

Leave Minnawarra area and travel to Impey Well (no water) and north west along track to Garden Well – good water – then East Cargarra Well (not working) and Garden Well north (good water), then west/north west to Quallbadoo Well (not working) – lunch – 37km from the Crossing, 30km from Impey Well. Road rough in places.

After lunch, travel to Barrymans Bore (no water) and then to Wallcullya Bore – 8km.

Vehicles : Travel back to Meeberie shearing shed, then north to meet the track to Mt Narryer. Collect meat and chaff and then return to the camp.

Points of interest : Granite outcrops, mesas.

Food : BBQ from Mt Narryer.

Chaff : From Mt Narryer.

Wednesday 19th August

Wallcullya Bore to Curbur shearing shed – 38km.

Leave camp and travel north overland to fence line and travel north east along fence to gate. Go through gate and travel east to meet track going north around 405860/7058000. Travel north to Charlies Bore (no water), Alices Bore (water) – 17km - and then north and north east to gate at 406810/7069850. Go through gate and travel west along boundary fence until meet north south fence. Go through gate and back to north south fence to Callytharra Bore, Curbur Bore and shearing shed. Buggies use same route as vehicles.

Vehicles : Travel via Mt Narryer to shearing shed. Collect remaining meat and chaff.

Points of interest : Clay pans.

Food : BBQ meat from Mt Narryer.

Chaff : from Mt Narryer.

Thursday 20th August

Shearing shed to South Shed Well via Breberie Lake – 39km.

Leave the shearing shed and travel west then north then west again to the lake. After leaving the lake retrace route to shed and then travel north to No.1 Well and the northeast to Georges Well – water - (406100/7088700). From Georges Well travel north along fence line to the main road and then to the next grid – 22km. Either use mats to get across the grids or – the fence is down en route to Tweenies Well and can be crossed – we need to be on the north side in any event. Go to Muka Maha Well – no water - (30km) head north east via fresh water lake to Iniagi Bore (423563/7101120) – 39km. There are many tracks in this area – keep together. From Iniagi Bore horses can travel to camp either overland or along fence line going east which meets the track we used on day 2 – then go north to the camp.

Vehicles : Use main road.

Points of interest : Breberie Lake, fresh water lake.

Food : BBQ meat.

Friday 21st August

South Shed Well to Byro HS – 18km

Food : BBQ with station people.

Chaff : Byro.

STATION CONTACTS

Byro

Andrew Whitmarsh, Lynne Mason

Ph/fax 9961 3870

Milly Milly

Quinten & Shelly Fowler

Ph 9981 2903

Boolardy

Mark and Caroline Halleen

T 9963 7987, F 9963 7165

Meeberrie

Craig and Helen Harvey

T 9963 7093, F 9963 7098

Meeberie Cottage

Peter Ardley & Joy Robertson

Ph 9963 7126

Billabalong

Peter and Kate Jefferies

T 9963 7986, F 9963 7160

Manfred

Tom Seaman

T 9981 2913

Mt Narryer

Sandy and Carol McTaggart

T 9963 7972, F 9963 7683

Curbur 

William & Colleen Herold

Caretakers Alan Blood & Nancy Holmes

Ph/fax 9963 7970

Shire Office

Ph 9963 7999, fax 9963 7966

Murchison Roadhouse

Ph 9963 7968, fax 9963 7037

Mullewa Hospital

9961 6200

Carnarvon Hospital

9941 0560

Geraldton Hospital

Public

9956 2222

St John of God
9965 8888

Veterinary Clinic

Carnarvon
9941 1886

Dongara
9927 1329

Geraldton 
Chapman
9964 2828



Midwest
9964 3671



Mobile Vet
0438 900 480

Police

24 hr non emergency
131 444

